CHAPTER XVI
THE SOUTH AFRICAN WAR AND AFTER, 1899-1913
I. the early british reverses, october-december 1899
british South Africa, extending at the end of the reign of
Queen Victoria north and south for over 1200 miles from the
Zambesi to the Cape of Good Hope, and east and west for
800 miles from Durban to the South Atlantic, was still separated
into two parts by the two Dutch Boer Republics, the Transvaal
and the Orange Free State, which had conquered their inde-
pendence less than twenty years before from the irresolution of
Gladstone and his Government, Geographically and historic-
ally this was an anomaly which could hardly long continue,
as the governments of the Republics were well aware; and
when the discovery of large deposits of gold within their frontiers
brought in its train hosts of European settlers and prospectors,
it became clear that delicate international questions must soon
arise as sources of potential trouble. These Uitlanders, as
they were called, refused the franchise in the country of their
adoption, and subjected to political and social restrictions
which seemed to them unreasonable, soon began to demand
better treatment, and from about 1890 onwards to plot to
secure it by violence. In 1895 the fiasco of the Jameson Raid
revealed their designs and Great Britain's championship of
their cause to the world; and from this date the Republics
began to regard as certain an ultimate war, in which their
memories of 1881 encouraged them to hope for a good chance
of victory. Henceforth they pressed forward their ^ military
preparations, and as soon as these were completed in 1899,
hurried on the outbreak of hostilities. Great Britain, on the
other hand, despite—or perhaps because of—her bitter
memories of former humiliating defeats at Boer hands;
despite the powerful financial and commercial interests urging
her to take up the challenge, still hoped and worked for peace
through all that summer, only to find herself in October
presented with a completely unacceptable ultimatum, while
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